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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
UPDATED SERIES 


NOTABLE MOVEMENTS 


Labour force 


Industrial disputes 


Housing and construction 


Prices 


Retail turnover 


Motor vehicle registrations 


Series updated since the October 1996 issue are: labour force, industrial 
disputes; building approvals; consumer price index, average retail prices; 
retail turnover; and new motor vehicle registrations. A feature article on 
the 1995 Survey of Motor Vehicle Use in the ACT is included on page 6. 


The trend number of persons employed in the ACT has fallen for each 
of the last 12 months from a peak of 159,700 persons in October 1995 
to 154,100 persons in October 1996 (of this 5,600 decline in persons 
employed, 3,200 were in full-time jobs). Over the same period, the trend 
unemployment rate increased from 7.0% to 8.5% and the trend 
participation rate has decreased from 74.3% to 72.1%. The trend 
unemployment rate has stablised at 8.5% over the last 5 months. 


In July 1996, there were 123 working days lost per 1,000 employees in 
the ACT compared with 128 working days lost per 1,000 employees 
nationally. For the ACT, this was the highest rate of working days lost 
per thousand employee since the 137 reported for the year ended 
September 1988 and was mainly due to disputes in the construction 
industry and public service. 


The trend number of dwelling units approved in the ACT increased by 
1.3% to 141 dwelling units in September 1996, This compares to 209 
dwelling units approved in September 1995. Nationally the total number 
of dwelling units approved fell by 0.3% in September 1996. 


The All Groups CPI for the ACT did not increase at all during the 
September quarter 1996, while annually there was an increase of 1.9%. 
Nationally the All Groups CPI increased by 0.3% over the September 
quarter 1996 and 2.1% over the year. 


The trend estimate for retail turnover in the ACT for September 1996 
was $197.9 million, up on the previous month’s figure of $196.5 million. 
Nationally trend retail rammover has increased by 3.6% over the last 12 
months compared to 7.3% for the ACT. 


The trend estimate for new motor vehicle registrations for the ACT in 
September 1996 was 891. The series has declined for each of the months 
since January 1996 which recorded 1,069 new vehicles registered. 
Nationally, the trend for total new registrations in September 1996 
recorded its fourth consecutive monthly fall. 


ABS « BUSINESS INDICATORS, ACT » 1303.8 - NOVEMBER 1996 3 


SELECTED BUSINESS INDICATORS 


NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 


REGISTRATIONS 300 wo 
1100 1100 
1000 1000 

900 900 

800 800 


700 


LABOUR FORCE — TREND 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 


LABOUR FORCE — 
EMPLOYMENT ‘000 ‘000 


Trend 
cnesnramnegnn Original 


4 ABS - BUSINESS INDICATORS, ACT - 1303.8 - NOVEMBER 1996 


HOUSING FINANCE 
COMMITMENTS 


Trend 
sorrel 


A 


BUILDING APPROVALS — 
DWELLING UNITS APPROVED 


RETAIL TURNOVER — 
TREND PERCENTAGE 
CHANGE FROM PREVIOUS ' gee 

MONTH ow ar aa 


ABS - BUSINESS INDICATORS, ACT - 1303.8» NOVEMBER 1996 5 


FEATURE ARTICLE 


MOTOR VEHICLE USE IN THE ACT 


Results from the 1995 Survey of Motor Vehicle Use relate ro an estimated 
180,392 vehicles in the ACT. There were 153,414 passenger vehicles, 
representing 85% of all vehicles registered for road use. Light commercial 
vehicles accounted for a further 10% of vehicles; motor cycles for 2.8%; 
rigid trucks for 2%; and articulated trucks, buses and non-freight carrying 
trucks for less than 1% each. 


Between 1991 and 1995 the total number of road-using vehicles 
increased by 10.6%. Passenger vehicle numbers increased by 10.5% and 
freight carrying vehicles (light commercials, rigid and articulated trucks) 
by 16.2%. Since 1991 motor cycle numbers have shown an overall 
increase of 3.9% to 1995. 


The estimated total distance travelled by all moter vehicles in the 

12 months ended 30 September 1995 (3.0 million) increased by 8.3% 
over the corresponding period in 1991. However, the average distance 
travelled by motor vehicles in 1995 (16,800 kilometres) showed a 
decrease of 1.8% from 1991 (17,100 kilometres). Vehicles registered in 
Queensland recorded the highest distance travelled per vehicle at 17,000 
kilometres, followed by the ACT, while Tasmania (13,560 kilometres) 
recorded the lowest average distance travelled. 


Passenger vehicles accounted for 83% (2,510 million kilometres) of total 
distance travelled in the ACT; light commercial vehicles 11.5% (349,000 
kilometres); cigid trucks 2.5% (76,000 kilometres}; articulated trucks, 
buses and motorcycles for 1%. 


About 45.2% (1,366 million kilometres) of the total distance travelled by 
passenger vehicles was for private use, 28% (863 million kilometres) was 
for travel to and from work, and 26.3% (745 million kilometres) was for 
business use. Vehicles registered in the ACT and South Australia 
recorded the highest average vehicle use for private purposes with 
averages of 8,900 and 8,400 kilometres respectively. 


Total fuel consumption by al! vehicles in the ACT for the 12 months 
ended 30 September 1995 was estimated at 357.5 million litres, down 
from the 1991 estimate of 360.6 million litres. Passenger vehicles 
accounted for 76% (270.3 million litres) of the total fuel consumed, 
followed by freight carrying vehicles with 24% (76.2 million litres) and 
buses with 2.7% (4.6 million litres). 


The use of unleaded petrol now exceeds leaded petrol. In 1995, 
unleaded petrol accounted for 51% (183.1 million litres) of all petrol 
consumption, compared to 29% (103.2 million litres) in 1991. Both 
leaded and unleaded petrol accounted for 77% (275.2 million litres) of 
total fuel consumption in 1995, down from 82% (294.9 million litres) in 
1991. 
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PASSENGER VEHICLES BY FUEL CONSUMPTION AND TYPE OF FUEL 
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1 AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, DECEMBER 
QUARTER 1996/SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1997, EXPECTED 
AGGREGATE CHANGE 


Australian 
Capital 
Territory Austrailia 
Period _ 7 % cae HO. 
Short-term 
Sept. qtr 1995 Dec. gtr 1995 2.0 21 
Dec. gtr 1995-Mar. gtr 1996 0.5 0.2 
Mar. gtr 1996—June gtr 1996 1.8 2.3 
June qtr 1996-Sept. gtr 1996 0.4 1.6 
Sept. gtr 1996-Dec. qtr 1996 0.3 1.6 
Medium-term 
Sept. gtr 1995-Sept. qtr 1996 3.1 3.4 
Dec. qtr 1995—Dec. gtr 1996 3.8 4.4 
Mar. qtr 1996-Mar. qtr 1997 23 4a 
June gtr 1996—June gtr 1997 1.4 3.6 
Sept. qtr 1996—Sept. qtr 1997 . 15°. 3.1 
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2 AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, NOVEMBER 1996 


Australia 


Australian Capital Territory 
Change from Change from 
Same Same 
Latest Previous period Latest Previous period 
indicator _. . Unit figure period previous figure period previous 
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR 
POPULATION, March qtr 96 ‘000 306.4 0.5 0.9 18 238.6 0.4 1.4 
Natural increase no. 740 ~23,2 -12.3 34715 12.9 4.2 
Net migration no. 827 —183,7 -23.5 35 322 24.3 43.0 
Total increase no. i 562 4121.6 22.3 70 037 18.4 15.0 
LABOUR FORCE, October 96 
Original senes 
Ernployed ‘000 153.2 -2.0 6.2 8392.5 0.4 0.6 
Unernployed 000 12.9 -1,.5 21.7 764.9 -4.4 0.2 
Unemployment rate{a} % 7.8 — 1.6 8.4 -0.3 — 
Participation rate{a) % TiO -1.6 3.6 63.5 0.6 0.7 
Long-term unemployed (October 96) no. 2 900 -6.5 31.8 237 500 8.2 1.5 
Long-term unemployed as percentage 
total unemployed Uune 96)(a} % 22.1 0.6 13 29.7 1.2 -1.0 
Trend series 
Employed ‘000 154.41 0.3 -3.4 8371.9 0.1 1.2 
Unemployed ‘ooo 14.3 -0.7 20.2 801.5 0.7 5.2 
Unemployment rateta) % 8.5 — 15 8.7 — 0.3 
Participation rate(a) % 72.1 -0.2 -2.2 63.6 _ 0.2 
JOB VACANCIES, August 96 ‘000 0.5 150.0 66.7 55.3 26.0 5.3 
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, July 96 
Working days fost "000 7.8 95 — 137.3 29 276.2 
Days lost per 'GOO employees (year ended 
July 96} nO. 123.0 80.9 2 360.0 128.0 12.3 50.6 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSING FINANCE, August 96 
Secured commitments to individuals for 
Original series 
Construction of dwellings $m 6.6 -19.5 -25.8 510.1 -4.8 -12,.3 
Purchase of new dwellings $m 7.0 -39.7 -27.8 198.4 —2.7 3.7 
Purchase of established dwellings $m 40.4 —20.0 -9.2 3377.9 -2.4 13.2 
Total housing commitments $m 84.1 -17.8 4.6 4 086.5 2.7 8.7 
Seasonally adjusted series 
Total housing commitments $m 82.7 -20,7 11.4 4031.7 0.8 13.8 
Trend senes 
Dwelling units financed no. 844 3.6 8.2 38 784 1.4 4.5 
Total housing commitments $m 83.7 3.6 40.1 3 849.3 2.0 3.1 
BUILDING APPROVALS, Septernber 96 
Original senes 
Dwelling units no. 114 -62.5 36.7 10 016 -10.8 9.5 
Value of new residential $m 13.0 -45.1 -30.5 985.3 -11.5 8.7 
Value of residential alterations and 
additions $m 4.5 50.0 -4.3 204.0 0.6 0.4 
Value of non-residential $m 49.0 279.8 246.3 1138.8 0.5 31.7 
Value of total buitding $m 66.5 67.9 75.5 2 328.1 -4.9 8.4 
Trend series 
Dwelling units no. 141 14 -32.5 10 294 -O.3 -2,.4 
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, June gtr 96 
New houses no. 342 57.6 4.0 20975 9.9 -14.8 
Value of houses commenced $m 35.9 46.5 7.2 2 227.0 10.7 -10.5 
Value of non-residential building : 
commenced $m 147.9 126.5 166.5 2647.0 -12.3 5.1 
Value of total commencements $m 213.1 84.3 63.5 6 413.7 2.3 -4.0 
PRICE INDEXES 
(1989-90= 
Established house price index, June qtr 96 100.0) 127.4 0.3 -0.5 143.6 12 1.1 


For footnotes see end of table. 
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2 AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, NOVEMBER 1996 — continued 


Australian Capital Territory 


Australia 


Change from Change from 
Same Same 
Latest Previaus period Latest Previous period 
Indicator Unit figure period previous figure period ___ previous 
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER 
SPENDING 
(1989-90=100.0) 
Food (1989-90=100.0) 120.3 0.8 2.6 118.3 1.0 2.5 
Housing {1989-90=100.0) 1127.0 0.4 0.6 106.1 0.2 OF 
Transportation (1989-90=100.0) 4128.9 -0.8 1.7 123.4 6.3 141 
All groups {1989-90=100.0) 121.4 _ 1.9 126.1 6.3 2.1 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, May 96 
Original series 
Males $ 742.6 -2.3 3.4 671.5 0.5 2.9 
Females $ 6541.3 2.9 4g 441.1 0.4 2.6 
Total persons $ 641.4 0.3 44 564.4 0.3 3.6 
Trend senes 
Males $ 6747.8 0.4 4.2 672.0 0.8 2.3 
Females $ $31.4 4.3 3.8 440.1 0.9 2.5 
Total persons $ 639.1 0.4 3.9 564.6 0.9 3.0 
RETAIL TURNOVER, September 96 
Original series 
Food retailing $m 77.4 5.6 5.4 3998.9 -5.5 3.3 
Department stores $m 20.3 2.4 -1.0 828.6 -6.8 -3.3 
Hospitality and services $m 30.4 -i.0 5.6 1652.2 -3.5 -4.5 
All other retailing $m 59.7 4.6 6.9 3148.3 -3.9 O41 
Totat $m 187.8 “1.5 4.9 9 628.0 -4.7 0.3 
Trend series 
Food retailing ‘900 81.7 0.4 9.7 4202.2 0.4 6.0 
Department stores $m 24.2 0.8 0.4 966.5 ~0.4 0.6 
Hospitality and services $m 30.8 1.3 7.7 1713.0 0.9 -1.7 
All other retailing % 61.2 0.8 6.8 3379.6 _ 45 
Total ‘000, 197.9 0.7 7.3 10261.3 —_ 3.6 
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT 
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, March gtr 96 
Original series 
Room nights ‘000 6198.3 —8.2 -6.8 9142.7 -1.6 4.5 
Takings at current prices $m 18.0 6.3 -4.3 873.5 _— 12.5 
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 14.9 6.9 -8.0 733.3 -0.6 8.4 
Room occupancy rate Uune gtr 96}(a) % 63.5 3.7 0.5 . 56.1 2.9 — 
Seasonally adjusted senes 
Roam nights O00 | 202.1 -1.3 7.9 3194.7 12 3.2 
Takings at current prices $m 18.0 -1.6 -5.8 872.6 3.8 11-1 
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 14.9 -1.3 -3.7 732.5 3.2 FAL 
Trend series 
Room nights 000,00 202.2 -1.7 6.2 9181.9 0.9 3.3 
Takings at current prices $m 18.0 -2.7 -5.8 868.5 2.5 10.5 
Takings at 1989-50 prices $m 15.0 3.2 -8.5 f27.1 16 6.0 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS, September 96 
Motor vehicles na. 768 -30.4 27.9 51 089 -G.0 3.7 
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles no. TT? -27.2 23.3 54 290 0.2 5.7 
Trend motor vehicles no. 894 -2.4 —11.6 64 229 0.3 5.8 


For footnotes see end of table. 
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2 AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, NOVEMBER 1996 — continued 
Australian Capital Territory Australia 
Change from Change from 
Same Same 
; Latest Previous period Previous period 
Indicator Unit figure period previous Latest figure period previous 


AGGREGATE INDICATORS 
STATE ACCOUNTS, June gtr 96(b) 
Original series 
Gross State product at av. 1989-90 


prices $m 2183 7.1 2.4 107 516 2.5 4.3 
Gross State product at current prices $m 2? 630 8.2 5.3 122 332 3.2 6.5 
State finat demand at av. 1989-90 

prices $m 3073 6.9 o.1 109 714 7.7 3.5 
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1410 5.4 4.4 76344 3.6 6.2 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 192 9.1 7.3 20 256 16.2 3.5 


Trend series 
Gross State product at av. 1989-90 


prices $m 2 164 0.2 4.0 109 367 0.7 4.2 
Gross State product at current prices $m 2 604 1.4 6.9 124 235 1.4 6.8 
State final demand at av. 1989-90 

prices $m 3 004 0.6 1.9 108 280 0.9 3.8 
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1419 0.6 3.8 ¥? 524 1.3 6.5 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 193 -2.5 2.1 19 524 1.5 23 


(a} Change shown in terms of percentage points. 
fb) State estimates are not comparable to national estimates for June quarter 1995 due to revised aggregates in Australian National Accounts, State 
Accounts (5242.0) 


Source: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0, 5242.0, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0, 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, 8634.0, 
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES _ 


indicator 


. Latest periad NSW Vic. id SA. WA Tas. NT ACT _Aust. 
POPULATION March otr$6 600.3 0.3 O7 O21 25 _ 0.3 0.5 0.4 
LABOUR FORCE 

Employed persons (trend) October 96 0.2 — — O1 03 4.2 06 -0.3 O14 
Unemployment rate (trend}(a) October 9G _ 0.2 O41 O21 _ Ol -03 — _ 
STATE ACCOUNTS(b) 
Gross State product at 1989-90 
prices (trend) June gtr 96 «1.0 0.4 17 600.7 2.0 O11 0.6 0.2 0.7 
Gross State product at current 
prices (trend) June qtr96 1.9 0.9 1.70608 2.0 0.8 0.3 L.4 1.4 
BUILDING APPROVALS 
Dwelling units approved September96 2.4 -27.39 -115 6.0 -23 -9.6 -13.9 -62.5 -10.8 
Dwelling units approved (trend) September 96 -1.1 — 03 419 — 49 -1.9 1.4 0.3 
Value cf non-residential 
building approved September 96 -2.4 -120 32.9 -3.0 -311 41.1 -30.5 279.8 0.5 
Yaiue of all buildings approved September 96 -O0.2 -21.1 7.8 -3.7 -182 -28.7 -27.8 679 -49 
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
Value of engineering construction 
work done June qtr 96 17.5 83 47.4 139 462 -453 1390 339 19.9 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) May qroé 0.7 1.1 05 14 1.1 1.5 0.3 0.6 0.8 
RETAIL TRADE 
Retail turnover (trend) September 96 0.1 0.1 03 03 -08 05 -16 0.7 — 
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST HOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 
Room nights occupied (trend) March gir96 1.0 1.0 1.0 44 0.6 — 43 -1.7 08 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS 
Trend September 96 -0.6 O41 -O1 -13 -03 245 2.3 24 -03 
Latest period §=Syd. Meib. Bris. Ade. Perth Hob. Dar. Canb. Aust. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
{1989-90 = 100.0) 
Food September qtr96 0.4 18 41 G7 2.4 14 0.4 0.6 1.0 
Housing. Septembergtr96 0.4 -08 O11 44 O06 02 —- O4 0.2 
Transporation September qtr96 -0.2 0.3 O11 0.7 -15 G1 22 -08 -03 
All Groups September gr 96 0.3 0.3 02 0.2 0.3 0.4 07 — 0.3 
Average retail prices (cents} 
Milk, carton, supermarket sales September qr96 0.9 3.3 — 69 3.3 _ 0.9 2.8 na. 
Bread, white foaf, sliced, supermarket 
sales September qtr96 O05 103 16 92 2.2 9.9 21 -1.6 na. 
Beef, rump steak September gtr96 4.8 -08 30 39 O06 -88 1.4 -4.5 na. 
Chicken, frozen September qtr 96 —-0.7 114 100 690 4.5 6.7 0.3 6.6 na. 
Potatoes September qtr96 3.6 -5.1 47 -4.3 6.2 13 -3.5 6.4 na. 
Coffee, instant September qtr96 0.5 0.2 -3.7 -3.6 05 25 -45.5 -09 na. 
Scotch nip, public bar September gtr96 0.3 3.3 — 25 — 3.0 1.0 1.4 na. 
Private motoring petrol, leaded September gtr96 -2.9 —-0.7 O2 -30 2.4 -1.6 — 3.2 na. 
Private motoring petrol, unleaded September gtr96 -3.2 -O6 -30 -31 —-24 -l7? — 3.32 na. 


ia) Change shown in terms of percentage points. 


(b} State estimates are not comparable to national estimates for June quarter 1995 due to revised aggregates in Australian National Accounts, State 


Accounts (6242.0). 
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For more information... 


The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s 
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and 
other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products 
available from all ABS Offices. 


ABS Products and Sernices 


Many standard products are available frorn ABS bookshops located in each State and 
Territory. In addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of clients can 
be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS 
also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some tailored information 
services. 


National Diaf-a-Statistic Line 
0055 86 400 


Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25c/20 secs. 
This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic 
Statistics including the CPI. 
Internet 
http://www.abs.gov.au 


A wide range of ABS information is available via the Internet, with basic statistics 
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National Indicators, 
ABS product release details and other information of general interest. 


Sales and Inquiries 


Keylink STAT. INFO/ABS 


X.400 (C: Australia, PUB:Telememo,0:ABS,FN:STAT,SN:INFQ) 
Internet stat.info@abs.telememo.au 
National Mail Grder Service (06) 252 5249 
Subscription Service 1800 O02 0608 
information Inquiries Bookshop Sales 
SYDNEY (07) 9268 4611 (02) 9268 4620 
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 (03) 9615 7755 
BRISBANE (O7) 322? 6351 (O7) 3222? 6350 
PERTH (09) 360 5140 (09) 360 5307 
ADELAIDE (08) 8237 7100 (08) 8237 7582 
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627 (06) 207 0326 
HOBART (03) 6220 5800 (03) 6220 5800 
DARWIN (08) 8943 2111 (08) 8943 2111 
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